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Ma. Nay, nobody but my mistress: I wonder what business she had upon the back-stairs.
Bet. Back stairs ! why did you meet my mistress upon the back stairs ?
Ma. Ay, ay, I met her there; or rather she met me there, as ill luck would have it; for I was but just corne in, and was coming up to undress me, but she caught me ; I would I had been a mile off.
Bet. Why what did she say to you ? was she angry ?
Ma* Ay, ay, angry! I never had such a rattle from her since I came into the house.
Bet. What was the matter ? what was it for ?
Ma. For! for nothing, 1 think ; but forsooth she would needs know where I had been, and whether I had been at church, or no: what has she to do with it, whether I go to church or no ? 'tis nothing to her.
Bet O that was only because you was but just come in, and it was so long past church-time, I suppose, that made her suspect you.
Ma. Suspect me! what do you mean by that ? I do nothing to be suspected, not I.
Bet. I don't say you do ; I say that made her suspect you had. not been at church.
Ma. Well, she need not trouble her head with her suspicions of me; I told her I had not been at church ; I told her I had been taking a walk with a friend as far as Highgate.
Bet. Did you? that's more than I dare do ; if I make a slip now and then, I am in such a hurry to get back just as church is done, that, it takes away the pleasure of it.
Ma. I don't trouble my head with it; if I have a mind to take a walk, as long as she don't want me, what need she trouble herself; I shan't be so much